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Huw's scientific field was that of gas dynamics and explosions - subjects in which he gained not one but two PhD's, from the Universities of Wales and Cambridge. Over the years, he supervised 40 research students many of whom carried on in similar scientific areas of research. 

In the 1960's Huw was invited to a gathering of the world's most distinguished gas dynamicists, Professors Soulouhkin, Oppenheim, Strehlow ,Wagner and Manson which resulted in the first International Colloquium on gas Dynamics of Explosions and Reactive Systems, in Brussels in 1967. He remained on the international committee of this organisation and an active participant at its meetings until his retirement There have been 19 such biannual meetings. 

In 1981 he organised a meeting in Aberystwyth of an organisation known as Euromech, attended by over 100 invited guests, to discuss "Uncontrolled Blasts and Explosions in Industry", and to link the academic research knowledge to real world safety problems. They came from all over Europe even from the Soviet Union. They came from Universities, from Industry, from consultancies and from Government agencies. The meeting was a resounding success. A small committee got together there and then, in Pantycelyn Hall, and founded a new organisation known as United Kingdom Explosion Liaison Group of which Huw was to be chairman and later honorary life president. UKELG has now been in existence for 22 years as the only informal, yet regular, forum for the exchange of current views and activity on explosion research in UK. 

Huw published over 50 scientific papers. Not trivial "stamp-collecting", or repetitious ones these, but thoughtful, complete meaty treatises noted for the care exercised in obtaining novel experimental data and even more importantly to the time and thought devoted to a careful understanding and analysis. They have stood the test of time - the highest accolade for a scientist's work. 

Neither a self-publicist nor a frequent traveller, Huw's way, by and large, was to keep hard at work and mostly in Aberystwyth. But despite this, people from far and wide beat a path to his door - attracted by the topicality and excellence of his work. So it was that industrialists from ICI, Shell, BP, British Gas, Rolls Royce, CEGB, MOD, the US Air Force and innumerable other concerns have blessed Huw with a supply of intriguing problems as well as research grants - they also recruited many of his students. 

As regards his career it was of course centred on the Department of Physics in the University of Wales Aberystwyth where, in addition to his own research activities, he worked with colleagues on undergraduate teaching as well as supervision of technical and research staff. Originally, he was appointed ICI research fellow in 1956, then as University Lecturer in 1958 and senior lecturer in 1965. Outside Aberystwyth he was from the earliest days counted amongst the giants of gas dynamics worldwide. Later, having gained the highest Cambridge University degree, that of Doctor of science, U.W. Aberystwyth, in 1979, promoted him to be Reader in Physics. In 1983, at a conference banquet in Poitiers he was awarded the coveted Numa Manson Gold Medal - as only its forth recipient ever. The citation is "for outstanding contributions to Gas Dynamics of Explosions and Reactive Systems especially towards advances in the knowledge of Shock and detonation waves". Shortly afterwards the University awarded him a Personal Chair in Physics - still a rare and distinguished honour. 

Even in retirement Huw continued with his scientific work, Typical of a man whose hallmark was humility, he chose to move out of his professorial office back into the laboratory, alongside research students and postdoctoral fellows. These young students valued the fact that, in addition to their busy research supervisor, they had immediate recourse to one of the greatest men in their chosen field, as well as to his dry but sparkling sense of humour! 

Professor Edwards made an extremely important contribution to science for which he is famed worldwide. His passing on 20th November 2003 is mourned by the scientific colleagues and friends he made all around the world in the course of his career and not least for his former research students who became part of his extended family. 
